BS6 - “The Beginning of the End” - Luke 4:14-30
Jesus: The Middle Years
Total Devotion ‘13 - ’14
Hi, everybody! This is Eunice writing to you. We have been making a steady trek through Luke; at different points, we have considered Jesus as the virgin-born babe, the beloved of the Father, and the victor over the wilderness of temptation. Now, we get to see Him as the “public Jesus,” as He starts His official ministry to the community around Him. After briefly describing the swelling popularity that surrounded Jesus’ early ministry, Luke takes us to a particular scene in Nazareth where a violent riot breaks out during the middle of a synagogue meeting. On the outset, it seems like this hometown visit was a total flop and marked the unfortunate beginning of Jesus’ downfall from power, acceptance, and popularity. Think again though - did Jesus fail to win over His people? Was that the goal that Jesus had in mind? Was the rejection inevitable? Why did the people reject Jesus? Did they not see Him as “one of their own”? What exactly happened at Nazareth? With these questions in mind, I studied this passage. Instead of finding definite answers, the figure of Jesus jumped out at me, leaving me in silent awe. I pray that your personal time and small group time considering this passage will yield the same result. Enjoy getting transported back to Nazareth and getting a better glimpse at Jesus. 
1. Read through Luke 4:14-30, where Luke describes the early portion of Jesus’ public ministry (Luke 4:14-30). Let Scripture transport you back to that time and place. Take a good look at the details and what is happening overall. 
2. Pastor John MacArthur notes that Luke does not go into much detail about what happened during the first year or so of Jesus’ ministry. Look through these verses in John to better understand Luke 4:14-15, and Jesus’ itinerant work during that time. Take note of what Jesus said of Himself and what He accomplished before going back home to Nazareth.
a. John 2:1-11
b. John 2:13-17
c. John 2:24-25
d. John 3:16 
e. John 4:43
f. Among all the things He accomplished and taught, Jesus said this of Himself in John 1:15: “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” This is a remarkable statement because it points back to visions that Old Testament saints had of the anointed One of God. Look back at those passages from the Old Testament. 
i. Genesis 28:11-12
ii. Ezekiel 1:1
iii. Daniel 7:13-14
iv. Jesus came to the world not as a self-determined and self-made revolutionary, but as one who was commissioned to enter into time as the prophesied Messiah. What does this tell you about Jesus, His character and agenda?
3. With all the successes and progress thus far, Jesus goes to His hometown and a neighborhood fight breaks out. Out of all places, the fight breaks out in the middle of a synagogue meeting, or, in other words, during a church service. Read through Luke 4:16-30 and consider these questions.
a. What is the progression of the synagogue meeting? How does the meeting start? Where do the tables turn? What happens at the end of the meeting?
b. Consider the passages of Scripture that Jesus refers to before the people unleash their rage. Consider the widow’s story (1 Kings 17) and Naaman’s story (2 Kings 5). Consider the circumstances surrounding these two characters and what it took for them to encounter the Living God.
c. People usually do not get mad out of the blue; something triggers the rage. What triggered the anger of the people? Why would they get so mad? Do you think the people felt justified in their anger? Would they say that their anger was sin?
d. Think about Jesus’ position for a moment. Was He intentionally picking out a fight with the people? What did He do to get such a response? What was He trying to do? Why do you think He endured such hostility?
e. Read 2 Timothy 1:9 to better understand Jesus’ position. 
i. Concerning this portion of Scripture, Pastor John Piper writes, “Saving grace was given to us before the ages began...This means that God’s plan to save us through grace was not a response to human decisions to sin...God did not find sin in the world and then make a plan to remedy it. He had the plan before the ages, and that plan was for the glory of sin-conquering grace through the death of Jesus Christ.” What does this tell us about Jesus and His agenda while on earth?
ii. What does this reveal about us? Does our rebellion prompt God’s grace, or does God’s grace prompt our rebellion? 
Coram Deo
At this point in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus’ public ministry is new and young, yet dynamic and powerful. In its nascent stage, Jesus’ character and mission get more clearly carved out for the world - including us - to see. We get to hear Jesus’ message; we see how His message polarized the people, captivating some and deeply offending others. 
4. What aspects of Jesus is attractive to you? What aspects of His character inspires worship? 
5. Would you consider yourself a good “church kid”? Would you consider yourself a “good person”? Would you say that you love God? This passage in Scripture exposes an aspect of human nature and how, in truth, we hate God. Paul writes in Colossians 1:21 that, without Christ, we are “hostile in mind.” We do not amiably disagree with God or respectfully decline His love. There is an element of anger - a visceral response, not necessarily based on rationale - when we choose our own way over God’s way. What aspects of Jesus’ character repels, offends, or scares you? 
1

